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Stanley Franklin receiving the North American Artery 
Lifetime Achievement Award in 2019

On behalf of the Artery Society, it is with great sadness 
that we report the death of Stanley Franklin at the age of 
91 years, and our deepest sympathies go out to his wife, 
Ruth, and family.

Stan was a Gentle Giant with a charming and unas-
suming manner and was always happy to interact with 
his peers and young investigators alike, who all held him 
in great esteem. He received a BA degree in biology and 
chemistry Summa Cum Laude from the University of 
California at Los Angeles, his M.D. degree from Harvard 
Medical School, and did his post-graduate training in 

nephrology at Peter Bent Brigham in Boston and in clini-
cal pharmacology at Royal Postgraduate Medical School 
in London. He served his country as a captain in the U.S. 
Air Force Medical Corps, in Wiesbaden, Germany, from 
1959 to 1961. He had a long-term affiliation with UCLA 
Medical School and Cedars-Sinai Medical Center as a 
practicing nephrologist from 1963 to 1991.

Unlike many of his peers, Stan started his true aca-
demic career late in life. Through his collaborations with 
investigators at the Framingham Heart Study, he gained 
experience in epidemiology and statistics. That collabo-
ration resulted in his many seminal publications, based 
on data from the Framingham study, which examined 
the contribution of individual components of blood pres-
sure to cardiovascular disease risk and how these rela-
tions change with advancing age. Many of these studies 
have had a major impact on the diagnosis and treatment 
of hypertension and were published when Stan was in his 
70s and beyond…!

Stan was a great supporter of ARTERY and attended many 
of our early meetings, often accompanied by his charming 
wife, Ruth. At the ARTERY 9 meeting held in Cambridge, 
England in 2009, Stan gave the McDonald Lecture on “Iso-
lated systolic blood pressure and the diastolic J-curve of car-
diovascular disease risk.” Stan was subsequently awarded 
the Lifetime Achievement award at ARTERY 13 in Lon-
don in 2013. While Stan continued to support ARTERY, he 
also played a major role in establishing our sister Society, 
North American Artery, which awarded him a second well-
deserved Lifetime Achievement Award in 2019.

Although Stan will be greatly missed, he will not be for-
gotten, as figures from many of his seminal papers will be 
shown by academics in their presentations at meetings 
around the world for many years to come.
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